MENDIP DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Glastonbury and Street Area Board held at 6pm on Wednesday, 26 October 2005 at the Crispin School Hall, Street.

PRESENT:
Councillor Les Bennett (Chairman)


Councillors:  Peter Andrews, Brian Beha, John Brunsdon, John Coles, Alan Copping, Ted Higgins, Edward James, Ken Maddock, 

Jim Mochnacz, David Pipes and Nigel Woollcombe-Adams


OFFICERS

PRESENT:
Chris Arscott
Service Manager Regeneration


Stuart Brown
Business Manager

Jenny Davies
Community Safety Officer

Cathy Day
Team Leader, Street and Landscape Services

Claire Dicken
Committee Officer

	Agenda

Item

Number
	Subject
	Actioned by

	1
	Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman explained that an induction loop is fitted in the meeting room.

He also reminded everyone to switch off their mobile phones during the meeting and explained where the exits were in the event of an emergency.


	

	2
	Apologies for absence
None


	

	3
	Declaration of Interests

Councillor Alan Copping declared a Personal but Non Prejudicial interest in item 11a Presentation by the CAB because he was a member of the CAB Management Board.

Councillor David Pipes declared a Personal interest in item 6b Glastonbury Market Update because his wife was the treasurer of the Glastonbury Country Market.

Councillor Jim Mochnacz declared a Personal but Non Prejudicial interest in item 7 Crime Strategy because he was the Somerset County Council Community Safety Portfolio Holder.

Councillor Edward James declared a Personal but Non Prejudicial interest in item 11a Presentation by the CAB because he was a Trustee Director of the CAB.

Councillor Ted Higgins declared a Personal but Non Prejudicial interest in item 11a Presentation by the CAB because he was a member of the CAB.


	

	44
	Representations to the Board

Councillor Nina Fry Chairman of Street Parish Council was invited to speak.  She said many young people in Street wanted a skateboard park.  She complained that their plans to organise a skateboard park in Street had been frustrated.  She asked that the Board support the efforts of the Parish Council to provide a skateboard park.


	

	5
	Minutes

The minutes of 7 September 2005 were approved.


	

	6
	Information Updates

Tor Leisure

The Business Manager confirmed that an application for Landlord Consent relating to these premises had been received by the Planning Authority, but as yet no Planning Application had been received.

The Chairman felt that this issue should not be discussed at this stage, but should be brought back to the Board in due course.  He said he would speak to the Senior Portfolio Holder for Regeneration and Community before putting it on the agenda.

Glastonbury Market

Following the trialled relocation of the market to Magdalene Street a report had been prepared which asked members to identify their preferred option for the future of the market.  

A number of Members had serious concerns that the market in its current location posed serious health and safety risks.  Some Members wished there to be a guarantee that the market was safe before it could be allowed to continue.

Other locations such as the Market Cross and Northload Street or the Glastonbury Town Hall Car Park were suggested as alternative locations.

The Officer was satisfied that regular risk assessments had been carried out.  It was also confirmed that adequate staff were employed at the market to manage it.  It was confirmed that the other locations mentioned had been investigated and ruled out.

Research had shown that linear markets did not work as effectively as markets where stalls faced each other.  A linear market had been trialled in Glastonbury but it had been abandoned as it compromised road safety.

The Officer reported that enforcement action was being taken against two car drivers who had driven through the market.

Councillor Edward James requested income figures for Glastonbury market, before and after its relocation.  The Officer said income from the market had greatly improved since the move.

The Chairman suggested that representatives of the various parties involved should be invited to the next meeting of the Board when a decision about the market would be taken.  In the meantime he proposed that option 3 be accepted, that was, to staff and manage the market heavily allowing buses and taxis through as per current practise.  

RESOLVED

To allow the market to continue in its current location and to staff and manage the market heavily allowing buses and taxis through and to approve the additional expenditure for the cost of such staff.

Morlands

Members were very disappointed for the slow progress made in redeveloping the site.  They wanted to know when work on the infrastructure would begin.

Members wished the Senior Portfolio Holder for Regeneration and Community to be invited to the next meeting in order to discuss this issue.

Further, Members wanted the empty houses in Old Beckery Road to be renovated and used again as quickly as possible.  

The Leader of the Council confirmed that more information concerning the Morlands site would be available in the future.

CCTV

The Community Safety Officer informed Members that the CCTV system in Street would be connected with Wells hopefully before Christmas, negotiations were also continuing with the owners of Clarks Village to connect with their CCTV system.

The Street Parish Council would be asked to contribute to the CCTV system.  Members asked that the Street Parish Council be sent a notification saying how much they would be expected to contribute.

Glastonbury Projects

The report was noted.

Further update reports for area regeneration in Street and Glastonbury would be presented to the Board at its meeting in February 2006.


	Les Bennett

Cathy Day

Cathy Day

Harvey Siggs

JennyJenny Davies

Anne Goldsmith/Ros Wilkins



	7
	Crime Strategy

The Community Safety Officer had submitted a report to consider in more detail the actions and outcomes contained in the Delivery Plans of the Mendip Section of the Somerset Crime Reduction and Drugs Strategy 2005/8.

During the discussion Members noted that most crime seemed to occur betweenaround licensed premises.  Members were also concerned that crime be recorded accurately.  

It was suggested that the Pub Watch scheme be widened to a Drink Watch scheme so as to include drink being sold in off licenses and shops.

Other schemes to consider could be a whole Community Watch scheme to include anti social behaviour.  The Officer agreed to look at these schemes, although it was noted that funding may be a barrier.

Crime figures would be made available on a quarterly basis and reported to the Area Boards for information.

Members were concerned that the Police had not submitted any evidence at the recent License application hearings.

Members asked that a letter be sent to the Chief Constable of the Avon and Somerset Police about this issue.

It was further agreed that a representative of the Police Authority should be invited to attend the next meeting of the Board.


	Jenny

Davies

Stuart Brown

	8
	Crime Statistics

Noted


	

	9
	Parish Council Slot

Street Parish Council

Councillor Peter Andrews raised the need for the District Council to liaise with the County Council to ensure that a bus shelter be provided outside the library.

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Highways Authority to raise this issue and request that a representative, preferable the new Director of Environment would attend the next meeting.

Councillor David Pipes raised the issue of asset management and asked for an explanation of the policy for adopting land left over by development how it was decided what would be taken on and what would be disposed of and how the policy related to new developments.  

The Business Manager confirmed that the Asset Review Group looked at applications for adopting land on a case by case basis.  Also, the Group was currently in the process of writing a policy for adopting land.

The Member felt that enforcement of Section 106 agreements should be tightened up.

Councillor Ms Nina Fry, Chairman of Street Parish Council had earlier raised the issue of the provision of a skateboard park in Street.

Members said that if the reasons for refusal of the previous planning application had been addressed then they should submit a new planning application. 

Members agreed that if a suitable piece of land could be found then the Board would give it their full backing.

Glastonbury Town Council

The following points had been raised:

· Concerns that heavy goods vehicles were parking dangerously on the pavement in the High Street

· Poor road surfaces in Benedict Street and the High Street and a railing in Chilkwell Street needed repair.

It was noted that these issues should be taken up with the County Council and that there would be an opportunity to do this when the representative of the County Council attended the next meeting.

There were no other issues from the other Parish Councils


	Stuart Brown

Stuart Brown



	10
	Open Forum

It was noted that Mendip District Council had been awarded as the top recycler in the Country.


	

	11
	Presentation by Outside Bodies

a) A presentation was given by Jim Cook of the Mendip CAB on the enhanced Welfare Benefit Advice Service in Mendip.  This service was an addition to the existing advice service offered by the Bureau.  The Commission awarded the contract to improve access to good benefit advice for people in this rural area.

Members recognised the need for this service and welcomed his appointment.  They received details of the service including opening hours in a handout.

b) Nic Hiscock and Simon Gardener presented an update on the work of the Robert Barton Trust.  They said the role of the charity was to offer advice to anybody suffering social exclusion.  This often included the mentally ill and abused.  Sometimes, ex-servicemen.  The Charity helped such service users to access health care and education.  It was felt these people would be unlikely to access statutory services otherwise. 

They had reopened last week and were offering a café serving hot foods and drinks.  However, it was confirmed the service no longer offered a postal address service or showers – services which some Members commented had proved problematic in the past.

During the discussion that followed it was confirmed that staff were salaried, and many of the volunteers were ex-service users.  However, it was confirmed that no checks were carried out into service users backgrounds.

When questioned they said could not clear the streets of people that the tourists would rather not see.

Some members questioned the need for the service especially for people who do not come from the Glastonbury area.  However, the Trust felt the statutory services had missed their service whilst they had been closed.

In response to a question about whether the Trust attracts homeless people to Glastonbury she felt that the Robert Barton Trust was not enough to attract people to stay in the town.

Members felt there were some people who would take advantage of the service and did not intend to improve their circumstances.

Members of the Board thanked the representatives of the Trust for their presentation.


	

	12
	Decriminalising of Car Parking

The Service Manager for Regeneration presented a report which was for members to note.

Changes to the 1991 Road Traffic Act enabled Local Authorities to take the enforcement of Traffic Regulation Orders away from the Police.  In January 2005 the Avon and Somerset Constabulary decided to withdraw all Traffic Wardens and replace them with Police community Support Officers (PCSO’s).  Parking enforcement was not a priority for the PCSO.  In line with national trends the Local Authorities of Somerset would have to take on traffic enforcement.

A Local Authority Partnership Group had been set up to take the issue forward on a County wide basis.  

During the discussion that followed members were concerned about the cost to district councils of parking enforcement.  Members also questioned whether any revenue collected as fines would be kept locally.

It was confirmed that financial support for PCSO’s would discontinue if the Local Authorities started parking enforcement.  In the next financial year only the PCSO in Glastonbury would receive funding from Mendip District Council.

The partnership had not decided whether to ring fence any revenue collected.  It was anticipated that any scheme would be self financing.

Members felt the current situation was very unsatisfactory.  The also were concerned about the other traffic control duties that had been carried out by Traffic Wardens.  Controls like cars coming out of side street illegally were also lacking enforcement.

Members noted that the Partnership Group would continue talks.


	

	13
	Urgent Business

None


	


The meeting finished at approximately 9.05 pm
